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Dr. Clair M. Cook, Executive Director’ 
National Religion and Labor Foundation 
3494 1/2 North High Street 
Columbus 2 ,  Ohio 

Dear Dr. Cook: 

This is just a note acknowledging receipt of your very kind letter of July 26, 
informing me that I have been selected to receive the annual award of the Na- 
tional Religion and Labor Foundation. I cannot begin to say how happy I am to 
know that I have been chosen for such an award. I will gladly accept the award 
with deep humility and profound gratitude. 

I will be looking to hear from you concerning future developments. As soon as 
the date is set, please inform me so that I can place it on my calendar. 

I am very happy to know that you are a fellow alumnus of Boston University. If 
I remember correctly, I read a portion of your dissertation on “Ethical Relativism 
in the thinking of Rheinhold Niebuhr.” 

With kindest regards. 

Yours very truly, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLkb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: Box 67. 

I .  Clair M. Cook, born in Hartland, Minnesota, received his B.A. (1932) from Hamline University 
in St. Paul and his Th.D. (1953) from Boston University. He was ordained as a Methodist minister in 
1935 and served churches in the northeast before joining the Religion and Labor Foundation in 1954 
as associate director, becoming executive director two years later. Cook also edited EconornicJustice, 
the organization’s news bulletin. 

2. In a 27 August reply Cook informed King that “the dissertation to which you refer was not mine 
but that of Marvin Cook, who was there at the same time.” 

From E. S. Hope 

I August 1956 

The son of longtime MorehousepresidentJohn Hope sends a contribution of $roo and 
reports that newspapers in Beirut, Lebanon, where he taught at American University, 
were covering the Montgomery protest.’ 

I .  Edward Swain Hope (igoi-iggi), born in Atlanta, Georgia, earned a B.A. from Morehouse Col- 
lege, a B.S. and an M.S. from Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and a Ph.D. from Columbia 
University. After serving as Howard University’s superintendent of building and grounds (1932- I ~ M ) ,  
Hope became the first African-American lieutenant commander in the U.S. Navy. Hope joined How- 
ard University’s faculty as a professor of civil engineering in 1947. In 1951 he was appointed chairman 
of American University’s civil engineering department in Beirut. 
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Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church 
Montgomery, Ala. 
U.S.A. 

Dear Rev. King: 

There has been considerable mention of the Montgomery strike in the local 
Arabic press and the fight against segregation and for first class citizenship is 
being watched with interest in many parts of the world. It is surprizing to see how 
big a spread is given to such news about the American Negro. The treatment he 
receives greatly influences the attitude of many people and countries toward the 
United States. 

e have just read in Ebony some of the details of the movement in Montgomery. 
I was delighted to find that a Morehouse man was leading the fight. I am sure 
that my father, the late John Hope, former president of Morehouse, would fully 
approve of your movement. Enclosed is my check for one hundred dollars to 
assist in it. Best wishes for success. 

Enclosed also is a set of reports which we have sent out each year and a reprint 
on Engineering Education at this university. I think you might be interested in 
reading a little of our experiences during five years in the Middle East. 

I am leaving here on the 17th of this month for my sabbatical leave and will be 
a guest at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology next year. My address will be 
102 Crawford St., Boston, Mass. I hope that I may have the opportunity of seeing 
you and personally congratulating you for success in a fight that for the sake of 
the world as well as ourselves, must be won. 

Sincerely 
[signed] ESH 
E. S. Hope 

TLI. MLKP-MBU: Box 60. 

Testimony to the 
Democratic National Convention, 

Committee on Platform and Resolutions 

11 August 1956 
Chicago, Ill. 

More than three hundred people testiJied before the platform and resolutions committee 
during six days of hearings at the 1956 Democratic National Convention in Chicago. 
Reacting to eventual nominee Adlai Stevenson5 casual suggestion that the Democratic 
platform should endorse the Brown v. Board of Education decision, southern 
segregationists argued vehemently in opposition. Roy Wilkins of the NAACP and labor 
Leaders George Meany, Walter Reuther, and A. Philip RandoFh were among those who 
testi3ed in favor of a strong civil rights plank. 
King? testimony, originally scheduled for IO August, was postponed until the 
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